


TFA Talking Points
Th ese Talking Points have been developed to help you as 
a grassroots member of TFA be more eff ective talking to 
others about the rights of gun owners.

TFA is a Tennessee nonprofi t corporation. 

TFA’s mission is to create better informed citizens by 
encouraging individual involvement for the protection 
of our rights and privileges. 

TFA monitors and reports on Tennessee laws and 
regulations important to our membership of fi rearms 
owners, hunters, recreational shooters, competitive 
shooters, collectors, and permit holders.

TFA consists of members who are involved across the 
state in protecting our civil rights through one-on-one 
contacts with state legislators and other elected offi  cials 
– including law enforcement. 

TFA’s successes are the result of members who actively 
participate to protect their rights much like the Sentries 
and Minutemen who were the backbone of the American 
Revolution.

TFA leadership drafted your Tennessee civilian handgun 
carry law and many of the other pro-Second Amendment 
statutes which have been enacted since 1995.

TFA members worked collectively to pass laws repealing 
restrictions on fi rearms ownership, restrictions on 
fi rearms possession, restoration of civil rights, reciprocity 
with other states and have strengthened laws to protect 
and promote gun ranges. 

TFA has defeated legislation which would: impose “one 
gun a month” laws, require fi rearms storage restrictions 
similar to those in Washington, DC; mandate “smart gun” 
technologies; ban common ammunition; force range 
closings because of increasing and encroaching residential 
developments; create special fi rearms privileges for some 
citizens over others;  require concealment of fi rearms in 
public; give too much authority to the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resource Agency and laws which sacrifi ce Constitutional 
rights in the name of perceived public “safety.” 

TFA resists legislative agendas advanced by other 
“national” organizations at the state level when those 
legislative agendas are wrong for Tennessee’s gun 
owners.

Th e Second Amendment recognizes and protects an 
individual’s right to keep and bear arms from any 
infringement by the federal government. 

Th e Tennessee Constitution in Article 1, Section 26, 
recognizes and protects an individual right to keep, bear 
and wear arms from the unrestrained infringement from 
state government.

Th e Constitutional protections of fi rearms ownership are 
not merely to protect the ability to hunt or to eff ectuate 
the right of individual self-defense--these rights were 
assumed so fundamental as not to require constitutional 
protection.  Flowing from the overthrow of English rule, 
the Constitutional protections of fi rearms ownership 
exist expressly for the purpose of allowing the citizens 
to enforce their ultimate right to control their new 
governments.

Th e categories of “arms” that are constitutionally 
protected are not those suitable solely for “sporting 
purposes”, hunting, or even self-defense.  Th e “arms” 
that are constitutionally protected, because of the very 
purpose of the protection, include those that are suitable 
and eff ective for military use.

Th e state and federal Constitutional provisions are 
only eff ective when individuals and organizations push 
back against state and federal governments that are 
increasingly unrestrained by the Constitional protections 
of individual rights - not just 2nd Amendment rights but 
many other fundamental rights.

What you don’t know aff ects you. How would you feel 
if your rights to carry/have guns were outlawed? TFA
members continually fi ght to protect your rights to carry 
… from those who want to reduce and ultimately remove 
them. TFA members recognize that Freedom isn’t free! 
but it requires time, eff ort and resources to maintain.
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